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Research on univerdty entrance examination organizationsin Japan
Deveopment from the entrance examination section to "enrolIment management organization”

TAMURA Yukio TAKAHASHI Syun-ichi
(Executive Director) (Manager of the Enrollment Management Office)

AKAHIRA Yuko KASAHARA Ryuji

(Assgtant Lesder of EMO) (Seff of EMO)

The university entrance examination is a venue that takes the form of an agreement between the university and the
goplicant that the latter may become a member of the university. In order for such examingations to proceed such that
there is mutud satisfaction on both sdes, in addition to the test itsdlf, another item of importance is the nature of the
test-performing organization. The present paper focuses on an agpect that has not been conddered much hitherto,
namdy, “univergty entrance examination organizations” The pgper does not present the system overdl, but rather
placesits focus on response palicies of individuad universties. Quartitative investigation was made of the actud satus
of universty entrance examinaion organizations, and quditative undersanding was gained by means of on-ste
vist-basad surveys Also, via comparison of the higory of the entrance examination sysem of Jgpan with these
sysems of other mgor countries, duddation is made of the badic points of the contemporary Jgpanese entrance
examination sysem. On the basis of these surveys and research, with Yamagata University used as the modd,
uggestionsare made regarding theided nature of entrance-examination organizations

The present paper isajoint paper of four persons, Tamura Takahashi, Akahira, and Kasahara Chifly, it was Tamura
who provided the overdl summary as well as Chapters 2 and 3, which Takahaghi Akahira, and Kasahara were in
charge of data callection, on-site visit surveys, and Chapter 1. The present paper can be characterized as a continuation
of “Research on digpersad campusesin Jgpan” of Tamura Both papers take as their garting point concrete problems
of Yamagaa Universty, perform survey and andyss of dructurd agpects of Japanese universties and danify
characteridtics, problem points, etc. Based on these results, presentation is made of problem resolution policies for
Y amagata University as based on its own unigue conditions. The more than 700 four-year universtiesin Jgpan are not
only divided into nationd, public, and private universities, each university dso hasitsown higtory, itsown numbersand
arangements of school departments;, its own determined student numbers, and its own unique university culture. Thus,
even for those problems shared in common by universities a generd solution can concern a policy rdated to the
number of universties. Herein, while seeking for common ducidation of problem points, the search for a unique
solution within Y amagata University isthought to aso represent an effective generd solution proposd aswll.
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