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Changes in the Policies of the National Land Development and
Challenges to the Reconstruction of Local Industries

Masahiro HAYAJIRI

(Yamagata University)

In September 2014, the National Land Council started to revise the “National Spatial
Strategies (the National Plan)”. The revision includes the abolishment of agricultural villages in
depopulated regions, the introduction of a wider-area local government system, and the
re-annexation of municipal governments. In other words, the nation's post-war national land
development’s policies are now undergoing great changes. This paper will first present the
characteristics and challenges of the national land development’s policies when the nation’s
population is decreasing. It then examines the roadmap to regenerating agricultural mountain
villages—which serve as the basic unit in national land conservation—using Sakegawa Village
in Yamagata Prefecture, a small-sized municipal community in the mountains, as a case study.
Unlike the “Comprehensive National Development Plan”, in which the nation provides local
regions with subsidies to aid them in developing their land, the “National Spatial Strategies”
aims to regenerate local regions under a policy of selection and concentration, while
emphasizing the regions identity. However, this policy is highly likely to impoverish
depopulated regions even further. Amid such concern, Sakegawa Village has attempted to
strengthen the relationship between the village and urban areas, thus increasing the number
of interactions between the local people and those from outside in order to cultivate marketing
networks for the village's special products. Through these efforts, the village has tried to
conserve the natural environment and, at the same time, to create jobs and improve the
income of the locals in order to rebuild the local economy. For example, in the smallest
community of Sakegawa Village the locals have tried to rejuvenate their community through
the restoration and conservation of a moor and the production of the environment
conservation rice, constructing recycling and sustainable industries based on the natural
environment particular to their region. Based on the viewpoint that maintaining and
developing rural settlements—which are the basic unit of national land conservation—national
land development's policies now require developing fine-grained policies tailored to the
circumstances of each particular area. This is the key to sustainable national land

development’s policies.



