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An Analysis of the Problems of International Academic Exchange:
The Case of Inje University in Korea

SONODA Hirofumi,
JEON SungYeub,
KUNIZANE Kumiko,
HYAKUTOME Yasuharu,
HYAKUTOME Emiko

This article addresses the misunderstandings and problems that can be caused by the use of
similar Chinese characters standing for such things as positional titles, and the names of
organizational subdivisions. The countries involved were Japan, Korea China and Taiwan. We
attempt to compare these academic terms from the four countries by dividing them into three
sub-groups: Terms related with classes and administration; terms related with academic
department structure and curriculum; and terms between related with status and position.
International academic exchanges make it necessary that the discrepancies in terminology
be mapped. We suggest further study in this direction.

This article discusses the current situation, including the difficulties facing international
academic exchanges from the point of view of Inje University, a sister university of Yamagata
University. Even though it is a long process to become a sister university, there are
additional practical problems in performing the administrative work of exchanging students.
For example, the transfer of credits or grades between universities is made difficult by the
differences in academic terms. It also requires the adoption of new guidelines in considering
each university’ s grading policies. In addition, this article examines the programs and
activities related to international student exchanges and reports on the instruction of student
theatrical activities and speech contests performed in the Japanese language.

We conclude that it is necessary to collect practical case studies and analyze the causes of
misunderstandings in order to determine proper solutions and better facilitate international
relations. Furthermore, it is necessary to increase and continue additional academic research

in this area.
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