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Lin Yutang, Fei Xiaotong and the attitude towards aging

NISHIGAMI Masaru

Lin Yutang(1895-1976),who was one of modern China’ s more Westernizede intellectuals,
and Fei Xiaotong(1910- ), who is China’ s most eminent anthropologist and sociologist, both
are concerned about the differences between American and Chinese civilization. They both
found that the East and the West take exactly opposite points of view about aging. But they
made very different evaluations of Chinese attitude toward aging. Lin tried to regard old
age very highly as the best age in one’s life. Fei, on the other hand, pursued a possibility of
overcoming patriarchy, that characterize Chinese agricultural society.

I will discuss implicative meanings of aging that is the central point in Lin and Fei' s

arguments in this paper.





