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Japanese Language Instruction Before the
Introduction of Kana: As Seen in the Early Showa
Period Xinguoyu jiaoben jiaoshoushu
Published in Taiwan

Hirofumi SONODA

This paper focuses on the Xinguoyu jiaoben, a textbook for Japanese language learning
centers, as well as its teacher’'s manual. My aim was to elucidate the process by which these
came into existence as well as their influence on subsequent textbooks. In the course of my
survey I found Liming s text, which influenced this textbook, and found that upon revision,
its revised edition did not use kana at the beginning part because the introductory training
without kana had already been recommended from the first edition. This paper includes
many concrete examples (such as how to provide instruction regarding Japanese phrases
that do not exist in Taiwanese) of how Japanese was explained in an easy-to-understand

manner.
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