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Electoral Reform and Party System in Israel

— Verification of Repercussions of the Direct Election for Prime Minister —

HAMANAKA Shingo

(Department of Political Science, Faculty of Education)

This article argues whither the electoral reform changed the party system in Israel. The election 2003
was first one after abortion of the direct electoral system for Prime Minister. Israeli proportional represen-
tation of Knesset election has produced excessive multi-party system. Prime minister often faced difficul-
ty to control his coalition cabinet on the bargaining process about the budget or bills, especially after the
direct election was introduced.

The author describes this campaign process as well as the component of new government compared
with formers, and calculates Laakso & Taagepera’s effective party numbers going through in order to ver-
ify an influence of the electoral reform. Likud, center-right wing nationalist party, is doubled by the result
of last election. We may be able to recognize that the old-new electoral system restored a power of largest

party in the parliament.
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