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The Return to Phenomena in Merleau-Ponty

——From ‘“the Structure of Behavior” to the

introduction of “Phenomenology of Perception”

Masahisa OGUMA

The theme of this paper is to understand the relations of Merleau-Ponty’ s two major
works, “the Structure of Behavior” (SB.,1938(completion)) and “Phenomonology of
Perception” (PP.,1945). According to Geraets’ interpretation, after his completion of SB.,
the new vistas opened by the reading of Husserl challenged Merleau-Ponty and beckond
him onward. But I think his interpretation did not sufficiently regard the circumstances
that in the PP. Merleau-Ponty preserved the fundamental thought of SB. and that not
only Husserl’s works but also this thought determined his understanding of
phenomenology and human body deeply.

I show this in the following order.

1 . Exposion of the fundamental thought of SB. (the concepts of ‘integration’ and ‘struc-
ture’).

2 . Merleau-Ponty’s considarations on methodology in the end of SB.

3 . His understanding of ‘sensation’ and ‘meaning’ in the “introduction” of PP.

4 . His understanding of the field of Phenomena and phenomenology in the “introduc-
tion” of PP.
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