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Scenes of the home

—— A study on Li Ch’ing-chao’s postscript of the Jin shi lu
(Record of stone and metal)

NISHIGAMI Masaru

Li Ch'ing-chao (1084-ca. 1151) is the daughter of a distinguished man of letters. She
became the daughter-in-law of a minister of state in marrying Zhao Mingcheng, a minor
official who was an antiquarian, a book collector, and an epigrapher. The Jin shi luis a
munumental catalogue of stone and bronze objets d’art constituting a resource of consid-
erable archaeological interest. She added a postscript after Zhao’s death. The conven-
tional picture of Li Ch’ing-chao was made on the reading of her prose. This picture is that
she and her husband led an ideal life of shared intellectual pursuit in the north land and
that her lot was one of unrelieved misery after he died.

But this picture was made up from many reader’s hopes. We would place this prose
relative in the whole literary surroundings, we could find another significance from it. I

tried finding it in my essay.
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