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Merleau-Ponty and Varela

——concerning the concepts of motor intentionality and human body

Masahisa OGUMA

Merleau-Ponty discribed our world-experience from the view-point of intentinality as “pre—

reflective experience” . On the other hand , Francisco Varela studied “Cognition” or “Knowledge”

by taking “enactive approach” . And he said in his book , “Merleau-Ponty’s writings have both

inspired and guided our orientation here” .

My purpose in this papar is the clarification of relation between their thoughts. Toward that

end | examine the following subjects.

1.

S g s W

On the same view-point of their thoughts concerning the relationship of organism and
surroundings.

On the concept of “motor intentionality” and that of “double function of human body” in
Merleau-Ponty’s thought.

On the concept of “integration” in Merleau-Ponty’s thought.

On Auto-poiesis theory of Francisco Varela.

On the concept of “intentionality” in Varela’s thought.

On the concept of “Leaning” and “Knowledge” in Varela’s thought.
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