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Characteristics of Tourism Industry in
Awashima Island, Nigata Prefecture

Hirohisa YAMADA

(Department of Environmental Geography,

Faculty of Literature and Social Science)

In this paper, the feature of the green tourism being introduced into Awashima
island in Nigata Prefecture is clarified, and the problem of the tourism policy and the
directionality in the future are pointed out.

The industrial structure on Awashima had been reorganized on the basis of the
tourism since 1960s. However, economical vitality in the island declines from aging
and reduction of population in recent years. The regional promotion bureau in Niigata
Prefecture thinks Awashima to be one of the bases of sightseeing, and proposed the
introduction of green tourism to such a situation. They are planning the overall
reorganization of the tourism industry by mutually tying the sightseeing bases scattered
inside Nigata Prefecture. Green tourism of Awashima is built into the economic policy of
the prefecture.

It is predicted that the gap between the individual management of lodging and the
tourism policy of the prefecture causes mental problems in lives of inhabitants in the
future. But the fall of economical vitality is more serious. First of all, though it comes
off from the context of green tourism, it is necessary to raise economical energies by the

investment act with conformity.



