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Examination of Basic Data Relating to the Agricultural Structure
at the Time of the Land Tax Reform
- The Murayama Area of Yamagata Prefecture as a Case Example -

IWATA Kotaro

(Professor,History & Culture,Cultural Systems Course)

The Yamagata prefectural government conducted a survey of farm land in farming villages in
1873 with the aim of establishing land values. In the survey, records were made of the location, type
of land use, grade, owner, cultivator, amount of tenant farmer rent and other details of each plot of
land. These records still remain in villages in the Murayama area. Examining them makes it
possible to readily determine the extent of land ownership by each farmer, scale of cultivation, parties
who had formed relationships of land owners and tenant farmers in the letting and renting of land,
the amount of tenant farmer rents, their social standing among farmers and other information.
However, there has been virtually no research to date that makes use of the records. In this research,
I analyze recently discovered records in Shinmachi village in Kahoku-cho, Nishimurayama-gun,
Yamagata Prefecture, and discuss basic data relating to the agricultural structure in Shinmachi
village.
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