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Manabu Nishimura : The extent of the mainstreaming

in the preschools and the nursery schools in Yamagata Prefecture

The purpose of the present study is to examine the extent of mainstreaming in preschools and
nursery schools in Yamagata Prefecture, and to show the present condition and the problems
concerning mainstreaming in this Prefecture. For this purpose, I distributed a questionnaire among
all of the preschools (117) and nursery schools (247) in Yamagata Prefecture. The contents were
as follows : (a) the enrolment of children with handicaps ; (b) the degree of governmental support ;
(c) the degree of utilization of institutions for children with handicaps ; (d) the content of daycare
programs ; (e) practical problems encountered in preschools and nursery schools ; (f) the degree of
cooperation with relevant specialists ; (g) the extent of participation by staff in specialized training
programs ; (h) the conditions for further development of mainstreaming ; (i) the stated needs of
preschools and nursery schools for improved local governmental support. The results are as
follows. The mainstreaming in the preschools and the nursery schools in Yamagata Prefecture
have made significant advances since the my last survey in1994. Prefectural government support,
cooperation amongst teachers, the utilization of institutions for children with handicaps and the
participation in training programs particularly improved in comparison with the results of the last
survey (1994), but in regards to the extent of cooperation with specialists and the sum of subsidy in

governmental support, there is still room for improvement.

(Department of Education, Faculty of Education, Art and Science)
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