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The Flexible Open-door Principle
as a Significant Feature of the Japanese Culture:
The Acceptance of the European Philosophy
and the Purpose of the Modern Education

Toshihiro HIRATA
(Graduate School of Teacher Training, Yamagata University)

The aim of this paper is showing clearly through analysis of the formation process of two
current Japanese words ‘philosophy’ and ‘personality’ that a significant feature of Japanese
culture is ‘the flexible open-door principle’. In Section 1 "Multilayer of the Japanese Language:
Seven-layers and Five-layers", the flexible open-door principle of the Japanese Language is
considered generally. In Section 2 "The Breakaway from the Confician Ideology ‘Rigaku’ and
the Creation of the New ‘Philosophy’-concept: Amane NISHI and the Modern Civilization", the
open-door principles of the Japanese language to foreign cultures and to the future are
considered. In Section 3 "The Creation of the ‘Personality’-concept and the Modern Japan: The
Current Doctrine of the Japanese Education" are clarified the close relations between the
introduction of the Kantianism to the modern Japan and ‘the full development of personality’

as the purpose of the Japanese public education.
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