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ABSTRACT

Background: The importance of infection control nursing has increased due to the COVID-19
pandemic. We are now preparing to establish a new educational program for certified nurse
specialists in Infection Control Nursing. Here, to ensure high-quality infection control nursing
education at our university, we clarified current practices and educational needs of nurses specializing
in infectious control nursing.

Materials and Methods: The subjects were 177 certified infection control nurses and 4 certified
Nurse Specialists in infection control nursing working at hospitals in 6 prefectures in the Tohoku
region of Japan. A self-administered, anonymous questionnaire survey was conducted from October
to November 2021. The questionnaires were distributed and collected by mail. Questions included: 1)
basic attributes, 2) current work content, 3) education received, 4) educational needs in infection
nursing education, and 5) desired support in obtaining certification.

Results: A total of 63 responses were obtained. More than 90% of respondents were in their 40s
and 50s. More than 90% answered that they "agree" and "somewhat agree’ with having needs in
the following areas: "ability to practice and utilize nursing research," "pharmacology," "microbiology,"
"physical assessment,' "up-to-date nursing information," and "statistical methods". In terms of desired
support and working conditions, 'Consideration of working style by the employer" received the
highest percentage of "agree" and "somewhat agree," at 93% combined.

Conclusion: Based on the results of this survey, we plan to establish a system to provide high-quality
infection control nursing education and contribute to the development of infection nursing personnel
in Yamagata Prefecture and the Tohoku region.
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