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ABSTRACT

The present study investigated the thoughts and actions before and after returning to school in
pediatric cancer patients and their mothers. A literature review was conducted using the keywords
“children with cancer,” “school,” “returning to school,” and “thoughts.” We extracted seven articles
using the Ichushi-Web database (ver. 5).

The analysis consisted of identifying, from the literature, thoughts and actions of pediatric cancer
patients and their mothers about returning to school then inductively categorizing them based on
similarity.

The ‘thoughts and actions of children with cancer before and after going back to school’
were classified into seven categories: “academics,” “physical strength,” “infection,” “friends,”
“understanding by others,” “complex emotions,” and “lifestyle limitations and desires.” The ‘thoughts
and actions of mothers of children with cancer before and after going back to school’ were classified
into eight categories: “academics,” “changing schools,” “connections with the previously attended
school,” “going back to school,” “infection,” “psychological well-being of the children,” “understanding
by others,” and “someone to turn to for advice.”

The findings suggested the need for support for returning to school, such as i) disclosing
information about the disease to patients, ii) ongoing assistance related to loss of physical strength
due to treatment, and iii) family-inclusive support.

Keywords: children with cancer, mother, school re-entry, thoughts, literature review



