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Basic Characteristics of Unit Design for “Children Use the Perspectives and Ways of Thinking” in
Elementary Social Studies: Focusing on "Circulation" and "Environmental Load" as Core Concepts
for 4th Grade Students

Fumiaki

EMA

The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of the strategy of unit
design that allows children to use the perspectives and ways of thinking. The
methodology of the study is to compare a fourth-grade social studies class in 2016
with a class in 2022, both of which dealt with the same topic. As a result, three

elements necessary for unit design were identified. First, the unit must include social

facts with which children feel deep conflict among them. Second, it must provide a

learning context in which children can utilize core concepts and appropriately

verbalize their conflicts. Third, each unit must include at least two core concepts.

Teachers must encourage the children to properly relate those core concepts.
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