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Mutual Respect in Kant’s Philosophy

MATSUMOTO Dairi

Mutual respect is a pivotal term in moral philosophy. It signifies that one person acts
with respect or adopts a respectful attitude towards another person, and the latter
responds similarly towards the former. In reality, achieving such mutuality is challenging,
as actions and attitudes between two individuals seldom align in the same manner and
intensity. In this context, mutual respect becomes an ideal situation imposed upon us as
a duty. Immanuel Kant, who pioneered the philosophical discussion about the concept of
respect, also examined the issue of mutual respect. He suggests that mutual respect is not
easily realized and that various interpretations of mutuality exist in our actions towards
others.

In this essay, I aim to delve into Kant' s analysis of this topic. To do so, I will first
identify the contexts in which Kant mentions mutual respect, given that he does not
address this concept directly in his moral philosophy. The primary texts I refer to for his
insights are the Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (1785) and the Metaphysics of
Morals (1797). Through a thorough analysis of Kant s ideas, it becomes evident that he
sought to embed the notion of respect’ s mutuality from the perspective of an individual
acting. Mutual respect is, foremost, a duty that each individual imposes upon oneself, even
if it pertains to a relationship between two people. This inward focus, while reducing the
apparent mutuality between two individuals, underscores that such mutuality should not
infringe upon others. To truly uphold mutual respect, it is crucial to allow others their
freedom and not compel them into a stringent mutuality, for otherwise, there would be no

genuine respect for them.



