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When did Date Masamune Succeed to the Head of
his Clan?
Based on Masamune's Letter Dated

October 12, Tensho 12 (1584)

e

<
v

MATSUO Kenji

The aim of this paper is to clarify when Date Masamune became the head of his clan

after Date Terumune. Using the Date Jike Kiroku 1, the official history of the Date clan,

O CERTRY

earlier scholarship has been able to determine that this took place sometime between Oc-
tober 6 and 22 in 1584 (Tensho 12). On the basis of a letter that I have deciphered written
by Date Masamune to Mogami Yoshiaki dated October 12, Tensho 12 (1584), I have been

able to determine that the succession took place on October 12, Tensho 12 .

—(42)25—





