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Summary

Efforts and Challenges Involved in Expanding Girls’ Choices of a
Science Career in Germany:
From Interviews at Later Secondary and Higher Education Institutions

GOTO Mina

This study examined the efforts and challenges involved in expanding girls’ science
career choices in Germany based on interviews conducted with secondary education and
higher education teachers, students, and MINT programs (MINT being equivalent to
STEM) coordinators in State A.

For later secondary education students, they had the opportunity to be involved in
a few weeks of internship and could visit laboratories in their university depending on
their interests. The university offered MINT programs for students who desired to avail
of such an internship. Thus, it can be said that efforts were being made to expand the
selection of science careers for girls. Future challenges will include not only enhancing
the MINT programs to reach individual girls but also making efforts to alter the
professional culture in which scientists are placed, and enhancing the interdisciplinary
nature of the science discipline.
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