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Summary

Speech-level Shifts of Japanese Students during Four-way Discussions
with Senior International Students:
Focusing on the Use of Plain Style Japanese

NISHINA Hiromi

This study examined the target persons and factors influencing the downshift use of
speech-level shifts during discussions that involved Japanese undergraduate students and
international graduate students. The primary focus was on the Japanese undergraduate
students who transitioned from the polite style to the more casual, plain style or the so-
called “friendly” language form. As a result, the most prevalent use of the “friendly”
language was directed toward all members of the group. This indicates that the grade
differences was not reflected in their speech-level choices. The Japanese undergraduate
student who acted as the moderator utilized the polite style only while facilitating the
discussion. However, the discussion predominantly comprised the “friendly” register,
revealing a limited recognition of the need for speech registers. Factors inferred to have
contributed to these outcomes include a lack of awareness and interest in interpersonal
language nuances, a perception that hierarchical relationships among Japanese students
differ from those with international students, and an effort to reduce emotional distance
by employing the more casual “friendly” speech.
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