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Unit Design for Activating Children's Perspectives and Thought Processes and Their Knowledge

Transformation: Focusing on Core Concepts of 'Division of Labor' and 'Exchange' in the 5th Grade

Social Studies Curriculum
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The objective of this study is to elucidate strategies in unit design that engage

children in ‘'perspective-taking and thinking' through the development of an

industrial learning unit in the 5th grade social studies curriculum. A notable feature

of this developed unit is the use of automobiles as a typical example of 'industry' and

food products, specifically confectionery made from bread, as an atypical example, as

teaching materials. The significance of this research lies in two main areas. First, it

reveals that learners can effectively refine their conceptual understanding of the

'industry' by contrasting typical and atypical examples within the 'industry' domain,

while utilizing core social science concepts such as 'division of labor.' Second, by

suggesting an industry-focused curriculum as the introductory topic in 5th-grade

social studies, this study contributes significantly to curriculum development.
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