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A Study of 76-ji jogakuso in Ancient Japan
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A Study of To-ji jogakuso in Ancient Japan

SATO, Masami

This study focuses on To-ji jogakuso ( HL3F %€ #H 14 ) to examine the historical reality of T6-i
Temple in ancient Japan. T6-ji jogakusé were the monks officially assigned to To6-ji Temple and
engaged in the Buddhist rituals. The study probes how many of these monks there were and
their honji (A 3F; temple to which monks officially belong). The findings are as follows. The
historical records concerning the founding of T6-ji jogakusé presented in (1) “Sogocho” (fEHARE)
on April 5, Jowa (AF1) 4 (837 CE) in Toboki (FEFL), vol. 13, and (2) “Saisho-nijiikku-kyomyo”
(B — 1028 44) in Toboki vol. 7, are not credible. It is difficult to confirm the following as
historical facts: (1) the reduction in the number of To-ji jogakusé between Konin (5447) 14 (823
CE) and the codification of Jogankyaku (H#it%), as stated in Goyuigo (ffli&+), and (2) the
wholesale designation of To-ji Temple as the honji of the Téo-ji jogakusé in Jowa 4 (837 CE). It is
reasonable to conclude that as long as the kyaku (#%) of October 10, Konin 14 (823 CE), the
appointing statute at the time, remained valid, the institutional size (in terms of the number of
To-ji jogakusé) was stipulated as 50. On the other hand, it is certain that the organizational
size in reality had decreased by Tengyd (KEE) 6 (943 CE); furthermore, it is likely that this
reduction had already occurred by Shotai (£%%) 2 (899 CE). Although speculative, it is
possible that the institutional size of the To-ji jogakuso stabilized through sources such as
Goyuigo, rather than through a clear legal basis. In the mid-10th century, 1) the kyaku of
October 10, Kénin 14 (823 CE) was not understood to govern the transfer of the honji for the
To-ji jogakuso appointed to To-ji Temple and 2) it was uncommon for T6-i Temple to be the

honji of the To-ji jogakuso. This situation traces back to at least the first half of the 10th century.





