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Summary

In this paper, I focused on the development process of horticulture farming on the sand hill area in the
Shonai district, Yamagata prefecture, Japan.

The rapid expansion of the urban demand for fresh vegetables and fruits had transformed the barren
desert into the profitable fertile horticulture land in thirty years time. The details of this changing process
in the postwar period until 1998 are discussed in this paper. The main strategy to adopt these external
demands were the new technology in the production and the collectivization of sales unit under the
agricultural cooperatives. But these days, these former successive strategies for growth had run up against
a stone wall, and the farmers are required to change their way.

In the next paper I am going to examine about these changing situation in the horticulture in the Shonai
district in these days.

Key words : the Shonai district, sandhill area, horticulture, melon, agricultural cooperative
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