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Summary

The object of the present study is to elucidate the function and characteristic of Yamagata Central

Wholesale Market at the market structure of fruit and vegetables.

The results are summarrized as follows.

(1) At Yamagata Central Wholesale Market, the wholesalers have been collecting about 50 percent

of vegetables and nearly 40 percent of fruit from Yamagata Prefecture. The collecting area of vegetables

has been expanding, but as to a case of fruit,it has been reducing.

At Yamagata Prefecture, the wholesaler have been collecting from farmers through the farmers

union, and at a case of the other collecting areas, they have been collecting from the agricultural

co-operative and shippers.

(2) The wholesalers have been wholesaling about 60 percent of the fruits and vegetables to the

middlemen, and the other part to the designated buyers.

The large-sized retailers occupy the most part of the designated buyers.

The middlemen have been dealing to the retailers and the wholesalers of the other wholesale

market.

(3) These results suggest that Yamagata Prefectural Wholesale Market has the three functions, that

is say @ Wholesale Market of large consuming area, @ Market of collecting and distributing in local

area, and @®Market of collecting and shipping in producing area, and the major function is the Market

of collecting and distributing of local area.

key wrds : central wholesale market of second class city, market structure of fruit and vegetables,

local distribution, Yamagata Central Wholesale Market
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