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On the Income-Sources of the Peoples in the Upper Brackets of Income in City of Sakata,
Yamagata Préfecture, in the Middle Age of the Meiji Era

Yamato KASAI*

This paper examines the nature of the economic base of City of Sakata in the middle age of
the Meiji Era, through an analysis on the income-sources of the upper brackets in income. -

Sakata was known all over the country as a famous port of the districts along the shore of
the Sea of Japan, together with Tsutizaki, Niigata, Fusiki, Mikuni, Tsuruga, Sakai and so on.
However, owing to the Meiji Restoration, the depression of 1880s and the changes;of transpor-
tation system around Sakata, Sakata was also forced to transfer from commeréijal city.

Now then, 78 peoples in the upper brackets of income in Sakata who have a yearly income
of 300 yen and over in 1895, have the income of 57.2% deriving from the tenant land to total
income. The income ratio from holdings of tenant land becomes increasingly from 13.29% in
the stratum of 300-499 yen, 32.29% of 500-749 yen, 42.6% in 750-999 yen, 53.2% in 1,000-1,999
yen, 60.3% in 2,000-2,999 yen, to 89.19% in 3,000-9,999 yen. Even the stratum in 10,000 yen and
over which has a considerable income from stocks and bonds, the ratio is 67.4%. In contrast
to this, the income ratio from primary trades is only about 10%. The stratum which depends
upon an income from the trades, is 300-499 yen in income. In the influentially commercial and
industrial traders in Sakata with incomes of 1,000-1,999 yen, the income ratio obtained from
trades is only about 2095. Namely, the rich peoples of Sakata, with few exceptions, are
landqwner of teﬂant land. Is it true that Sakata is a commmercial city ?

Now, 19-of 26 rich men who have a yearly inbdme from land of 300 yen and over in 1895, had
already rice fields of about 10 chobu .(=10ha) and_over in 1885. And, the total area of 25
landowners who had rice fields of about 10 chobu (=10ha) and over in 1885, became an
increase of area by 1.94 in rice field from 1884 to 1885. Taking all things into consideration
as to facts of the tenant land, it is possible to estimate that the income of 300 yeh obtained from
holdings of tenant land in 1895, derives from about 12 chobu (=12 ha) in rice field.

In conclution, Sakata was already not a city which was simply composed of the income of
trades, but the city that depends chiefly on enormous wealth from the tenant land and interests.
The nature of parastic monemaking, the higher of urban residents he is, the more herdepends,
took simultaneously upon itself the responsibility to check the development of Sakata to the

industrial city.

Key words : Urban Geography, economic base of city, upper brackets in income, nonresident and

-noncultivating landowners, sources of income, Sakata

* Faculty of Agriculture, Yamagata University, 1-4-12, Kojirakawa, Yamagata 990-8560, Japan
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