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The Structural Change of Trade Patterns in Yamagata Prefecture, 1870-1920

Yamato KASAI

This paper examines the structural change of regional trade patterns in Yamagata
Prefecture between 1870 and 1920. The goods shipped out of Yamagata Prefecture consisted
mostly of agricultural produce, forestry products, and manufactured commodities. The
share of these products to all exports reached 95 percent and over. Rice, sake, raw silk, silk
goods, and habutae-silk were very important, which amounted to approximately 80 percent .
Rice straw rope, Japanese sandals(zo7i), silkworm seed, and cocoon were other goods
shipped out of Yamagata Prefecture.

Consumer goods such as sugar, salt, salted, dried and raw fish, oil, Japanese paper
(washi) ,and cotton goods were imported to Yamagata Prefecture during the Meiji Era. The
import of raw materials or semi-processed goods, such as a raw silk and cotton yarn used
for productive consumption in manufacturing, increased substantially since the Taisyo Era.
Rice imports from foreign countries increased in the early 1900s. Imported soybean cakes
were used for fertilizers. The imported goods in Yamagata Prefecture during the period of
Japan’s Industrial Revolution consisted mainly of daily commodities, raw materials for
manufacturing, and commodities for agricultural activities, which reflected increasing
agricultural productivity and developing manufacturing industries.

Examining exports and imports together, it is possible to understand distinctive
structure of trade. Increasing rice exports corresponded closely with the increase in commer-
cial fertilizers, which contributed to increased productivity of paddy rice. Expanding ship-
ment of rice out of Yamagata Prefecture was compensated by importing foreign rice. Raw
silk industry was based on imported silkworm seed from other prefectures, while raw silk
was also imported from other areas to produce silk goods.

In the first half of the Meiji Era, the regional pattern of trade in Yamagata Prefecture
had following characteristics. Yamagata was connected with the Kyoto and Osaka district
and Hokkaido via sea routes from the Ports of Sakata and Kamo on the Japan Sea.
Considerable parts of the imported daily commodities into the Shonai district were shipped
by barge, for the upper Mogami valley from Sakata. Rice and sake were exported to other
prefectures. In the Murayama district located in an inland basin, merchants who operated
stores in the city of Yamagata were able to carry on business actively utilizing the coastal
route on the Pacific Ocean. In the Okitama district, being far from inland waterway of the
Mogami, the transport of goods had depended upon the overland route via the Echigo Road
from the Port of Niigata, Niigata Prefecture. With the development of inland route from the
Pacific Ocean, transport of goods via the Niijuku Road from Miyagi Prefecture became

more and more important.
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The opening of rail transport in 1899 brought a big change to the regional pattern of
trade in Yamagata Prefecture. Rice, raw silk, and silk goods came to be shipped for the
Tokyo and Yokohama district, rice and soybean cake from foreign countries and a variety
of manufactured goods were transported from the metropolitan areas, especially the Keihin
area. At the same time, the following regional patterns of trade came into existence.
Forestry products were brought from Niigata and Akita Prefectures, marine products were
from Miyagi and Aomori Prefectures and Hokkaido, and raw materials for manufacturing
were from Fukushima Prefecture. This trade relation between Yamagata and other prefec-
tures had been established by the late 1900s when agricultural productivity was stabilized and
manufacturing industries developed.

In conclusion, the regional pattern of trade in Yamagata Prefecture was reorganized
to strengthen the relation with the Keihin area having the Port of Yokohama in the develop-

ment process of railway transportation.
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