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On Huang Binhong and Xu Beihong and Their Essays
on Improvement of Traditional Chinese Painting

NISHIGAMI Masaru

Huang Binhong (# % #1865 — 1955) and Xu Beihong (#575#%1895 — 1953) are both famous
painter in 20th century China. Their art was highly individual, so their essays on
improvement of traditional Chinese painting (guohua) were very individual too.

Huang Binhong was born in Zhejiang Province, he was able to study painting in private
collectins that were being dispersed in the area around his ancestral home.In 1907 he went
to Shanghai ,where he wrote a numer of books on traditional Chinese painting. In his last
years, his handling of brush and ink became particularly characteristic. He emphasized that
the national character of Chinese painting can not be found beyond brush-and-ink.

Xu Beihong was born in Jiangsu Province. In his teens Xu took painting lessons from his
father.In 1918 Cai Yuanpei (#7c5) appointed him as a teacher in Beijing University, from
that moment his future was assured. By the end of 1927, when he from Europe returned
home, he had the firm belief of European classical Realism.

Xu Beihong had taken up Chinese bush and ink from the thirties, but his recognition of
traditional brush-and-ink techique was completely different from Huang Binhong's. Base on

analysis of their essays , I would investigate the causes of their difference in this paper.



