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Considering English language teaching in junior and senior high schools, the Ministry of

Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, or MEXT, is establishing national learning

goals in the form of ‘can-do statements’, or descriptors, which are derived from the Common

European Framework of Reference for Languages, CEFR. The CEFR was proposed by the Council

of Europe as a guideline for the language policy across Europe, and has since been introduced to

many other countries and accepted as a global standard for evaluating each learner’s second language

proficiency level. In Japan, MEXT is increasingly incorporating the concepts of descriptors and

common reference levels into the language policy; however, it seems to be neglecting the concepts of

‘plurilingualism’ and “pluriculturalism’, which are also essential to the CEFR. So, this paper is to

reconsider the establishment of national learning goals in the form of ‘can-do statements’ from the

critical viewpoints of ‘plurilingualism’ and ‘pluriculturalism’ in terms of the individual and society.
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