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Preliminary Report on the Measurement of Citizens' Activities for Community
Development and its Contribution to Community Development in Japan

Yuko Kaneko

(Faculty of Literature and Social Sciences, Yamagata University)

This article aims at measuring the size of citizens’ community development activities by making
use of the time spent data and analyzing how socio-economic environments or institutional
arrangements may affect the behaviors of citizens for community development. Estimation of the time
spent data by citizens was conducted by two different methods; one is to carry out field surveys and
the other is to utilize the official statistics.

Eight municipalities (Kaneyama town, Yamagata city, Kamakura city, Sizuoka city, Hamamatsu
city, Iga city, Dazaifu city and Tamana city) were selected for field survey by taking account of socio-
economic characteristics, geo-political environments and the level of cooperation with local
community organizations. One small area as a survey unit was allocated to each municipality
excluding Hamamatsu city (Five small areas were selected.). In each survey unit, time spent data by
local community organization for community development were collected in the field surveys. Time
spent data for community development by individual citizens and non-profit organizations except for
local community organizations were estimated by making use of the results of the 2011 Survey on
Time Use and Leisure Activities. Time spent data were converted to monetary value by making use of
the 2011 Basic Survey on Wage Structure. Socio-economic data for each small area were compiled by
making use of the 2010 Population Census and 2006 Establishment and Enterprise Census data.
Correlation analyses and regression analyses were conducted by making use of these data.

According to the results of the analyses, the social and economic indicators that may affect the size
of citizens’ time spent for community development and its monetary converted value are as follows.
(DTime spent and monetary converted value: positively correlated to the number of household
members, the existence of a community development plan; negatively correlated to the ratio of
nuclear family to general households, the ratio of tertiary industry labor force to total labor force and
per capita municipal income.

(2Monetary converted value: positively correlated to average age, the ratio of 65 years old and over

to total population and the ratio of non-labor force to total population.



