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Summary

“Washi, craftsmanship of Japanese hand-made paper (JHP)” made the list of UNESCO’s Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in November 2014. However, in recent years, JHP industry is in decline. In
this article, the authors researched the Gassan, Miyama, and Nagasawa JHP producers of Yamagata Prefecture. And
the authors discussed social issues related to the future of management deployment of JHP producers. Findings that
are common to the three producers are as follows. The producers have raised JHP material from local sources. And,
when production of JHP has not been enough JHP has been purchased from domestic production in areas outside of
Yamagata Prefecture. The reason for recent low productions is related to former producers not having successors that
can continue their work. The producers need to find soon ways to grow and to ensure successors. However, the
successors income should be enough to ensure their existence. JHP production has been mainly directed to the
production of school diplomas. Such a demand is a stable source of income for the producers. Among the three
producers of JHP, only the Miyama JHP has been nominated as Yamagata Prefecture-designated intangible cultural
properties. For this reason Miyama JHP producers receive a subsidy that allows them to maintain their facilites. In
addition, the inhabitants of Miyama district have grown the material used for JHP production voluntarily. For the future

continuation of JHP producers, local governments should ensure bylaw that JHP is used in their communities.

Key words : Japanese hand-made paper, UNESCO intangible cultural heritage, paper mulberry (Broussonetia

kazinoki), local industry, bylaw
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