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(® “A Lost Button,” from Toad and Frog Arve Friends, ONE WORLD 1
® “The Letter,” from Toad and Frog Are Friends, COLUMBUS 21 2
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“What is the matter, Toad? You are looking sad.” (J5fE 53)

“What's the matter, Toad? Are you sad?” (Chi 50)
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RRBA ML -EH X2 5 HRETOMMEMERH SN D L9 RIBHETIE, FEIED
FOLESHIHRUCRZ 2000 Lk, 72, BEOHFIZOWTE, FEIEL Chite
TREREDL WP =27V AEHER% 5, JFIETIEYou are looking sad” &, 722 %< A
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ThhbIenrd, HE2HAEEDODE L ADINE Yes" L OFIEDL 5700 ) TV EFZ 57,
FAEDDPZ B S ALRETT 5L, LVRELZYSECONDEVIHIREZ SR 5,

KIZEE 23T & W C Tz e JEAVETIIBIPREIG & 03 sC i A 3 & 5 7280, KIEGZA
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CEEPZDLADPHY, 2 NTR=FIZE - TELL &) 7,

“Yes,” said Toad. “This is my sad time of day. It is the time when I wait for the mail to
come. It always makes me very unhappy.” “Why is that?” asked Frog. “Because I never

get any mail,” said Toad. (§1E 54)

“Yes,” said Toad. “This is my sad time of the day. Every day at this time, I sit and wait
for a letter. But I'm always unhappy.” “Why?” asked Frog. “Because I never get a letter,”

said Toad. (CHR 50)

PIFRENF "when 2 1 H L 723CH%, Bz £ TRIFNE EHTHE PN TV D, TSR T
“wait+for+O+toNEF" S EH N TV 5, ZDHEFE TIEZ DWFEDRIIAERT OFEH
b EllhoTVEZOES ) HIZFE/E T makes me very unhappy” &9, BiFi
makeZ A L72S VO CXMOMLHET SN T WD, THUE, 59T HIEIMED that
makes a very good letter” (63) #%“that’s a very good letter” (Chit 54) IZEEINTW5
ZEMS, SVOCKHEMFEA LAV ) IIHEBRZ T2 0005, [WobIELL
%5 EVINFELALEOHRBAZE L 225 L ADEIRT S, FIED Why is that?” & \»
9 BERISCAS, “Why? IZ#ED 5TV 5,

COWHOBZEE, KOLHITKIBICEHE SN TS, FIHIZERICH ST TH S,

“Not ever?” asked Frog. “No, never,” said Toad. “No one has ever sent me a letter. Every
day my mailbox is empty. That is why waiting for the mail is a sad time for me.” Frog

and Toad sat on the porch, feeling sad together. (JFEAE 55)

“Not ever?” asked Frog. “No, never,” said Toad. Frog and Toad sat on the porch

together. Toad was sad. Frog was sad, too. (Cht 50)
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“But, Toad,” said Frog, “someone may send you a letter today.” “Don’t be silly,” said

Toad. “No one has ever sent me a letter before, and no one will send me a letter today.”

(EfE - 60)

“Toad,” said Frog, “Today may be your lucky day.” “Don’t be silly,” said Toad. “Today
will be the same as every other day.” (CHt 52)

COFGFITH L, CHRTIET 77 4 €7 14 “While You Read” T [Frogs™“Today may be
your lucky day.” & B - 7= D %72 B wF 974 ] & [Toad”n Today will be the same as
every other day." & S5 72D x L BT $ 2] (52) LW AN H B, FEHEITHME
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WIERTIIRWZES ) D bob b, ZOWRPENWESNIZHBRIIEZZD &) 2RI TIX
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WAL Z L8, W5 BRI LT 5 RE& 7, Bk L 72 “mailbox” % “Right away” & \»9) 7
V=A% &, WEORBIZED S ZVEHIZOWTIIFRTEZ0b LW, 9%
EEIOGHICBIT2EESMAEIED 259 o ROFIMIL, 559 W51 C T L % fi 20 &
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Then Frog and Toad went out onto the front porch to wait for the mail. They sat
there, feeling happy together. / Frog and Toad waited a long time. Four days later the
snail got to Toad’'s house and gave him the letter from Frog. Toad was very pleased to

have it. (JFfF 63 —64)
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Then Frog and Toad sat down on the front porch and waited for the letter. / Four
days later, the snail got to Toad’ s house and delivered the letter from Frog. When Toad
read it, he was very happy. (CHhX 54)
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Appendix

“The Letter” (NEW HORIZON 3 144-47.)

1  Toad was sitting on his front porch. Frog came along and said, “What is the matter, Toad? You are
looking sad.”

2 “Yes,” said Toad. “This is my sad time of day. It is the time when I wait for the mail to come. It
always makes me very unhappy.” “Why is that?” asked Frog. “Because I never get any mail,” said
Toad. “Not ever?” asked Frog. “No, never,” said Toad. “No one has ever sent me a letter. Every day
my mailbox is empty. That is why waiting for the mail is a sad time for me.” Frog and Toad sat on the
porch, feeling sad together.

3 Then Frog said, “T have to go home now, Toad. There is something that I must do.” Frog hurried
home. He found a pencil and a piece of paper. He wrote on the paper.

4 He put the paper in an envelope. On the envelope he wrote “A LETTER FOR TOAD.” Frog ran out
of his house. He saw a snail that he knew. “Snail,” said Frog, “please take this letter to Toad’s house
and put it in his mailbox.” “Sure,” “said the snail. “Right away.”

5  Then Frog ran back to Toad’s house. Toad was in bed, taking a nap. “Toad,” said Frog, “I think you
should get up and wait for the mail some more.” “No,” said Toad, “I am tired of waiting for the mail.”

6  Frog looked out of the window at Toad’s mailbox. The snail was not there yet. “Toad,” said Frog,
“you never know when someone may send you a letter.” “No, no,” said Toad. “I do not think anyone
will ever send me a letter.”

7  Frog looked out of the window. The snail was not there yet. “But, Toad,” said Frog, “someone may
send you a letter today.” “Don’t be silly,” said Toad. “No one has ever sent me a letter before, and
no one will send me a letter today.”

8  Frog looked out of the window. The snail was still not there. “Frog, why do you keep looking out of
the window?” asked Toad. “Because now I am waiting for the mail” said Frog. “But there will not
be any,” said Toad.

9  “Oh, yes there will
did you write in the letter?” Frog said, “I wrote Dear Toad, I am glad that you are my best friend.

”

said Frog, “because I have sent you a letter.” “You have?” said Toad. “What

»

Your best friend, Frog. ” “Oh,” said Toad, “that makes me a very good letter.” Then Frog and

Toad went out onto the front porch to wait for the mail. They sat there, feeling happy together.

10 Frog and Toad waited a long time. Four days later the snail got to Toad s house and gave him the
letter from Frog. Toad was very pleased to have it.

(originally underlined)

“The Letter” (COLUMBUS 21 250-54.)

1 Toad was sitting on his front porch. Frog came along and said, “What's the matter, Toad? Are you
sad?”

2 “Yes,” said Toad. “This is my sad time of the day. Every day at this time, I sit and wait for a letter.
But I'm always unhappy.” “Why?” asked Frog. “Because I never get a letter,” said Toad. “Not ever?”
asked Frog. “No, never,” said Toad. Frog and Toad sat on the porch together. Toad was sad. Frog was
sad, too.

3 Then Frog said, “I have to go home now, Toad.” When he got back home, he wrote a letter.

4 On the envelope he wrote “A LETTER FOR TOAD.” When Frog went out of his house, he saw a
snail. “Snail,” said Frog, “Please take this letter to Toad’s house.” “Sure,” said the snail.

5 Then Frog ran back to Toad’s house. Toad was in bed. He was taking a nap. “Toad,” said Frog,

» o

“Let's get up and wait for a letter.” “No,” said Toad. “I will never get a letter.”
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6  Frog looked out of the window. The snail was not there yet. “Toad,” said Frog, “Maybe you'll get a
letter today.” “No, no,” said Toad. “T don't think so.”

7  Frog looked out of the window. The snail was not there yet. “Toad,” said Frog, “Today may be your
lucky day.” “Don’t be silly,” said Toad. “Today will be the same as every other day.”

8  Frog looked out of the window again. The snail was still not there. “Frog, why are you looking out of
the window?” asked Toad. Because I'm waiting for a letter for you,” said Frog. “But there will never
be a letter for me,” said Toad.

9  “Oh, today will be different, said Frog. “I sent a letter to you.” “You sent a letter to me?” asked Toad.
“What did you write in it?” Frog said, “I wrote ‘Dear Toad, I am so glad that you are my best friend.
Your best friend, Frog. ” “Oh,” said Toad, “that’s a very good letter.” Then Frog and Toad sat down on
the front porch and waited for the letter.

10 Four days later, the snail got to Toad’s house and delivered the letter from Frog. When Toad read it,
he was very happy. (371)
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A Consideration on the Use of Literary Materials
in English Textbooks for
Junior High School: A Retold Version
of Arnold Lobel’s “The Letter” Is Analysed

SAIGUSA Kazuhiko

(English Literature)

Abstract

English education in Japan has placed the highest priority on cultivating practical skills in
communication after World War II. While it is regarded as more and more important,
literature, which used to be major source for teaching English, has been judged as useless
for the purpose of communication. Since the turn of the 21st century, many researchers
and educators who are experts on English literature have voiced critical opinions against
this trend. They are convinced that literature should be used in teaching English because it
is not only effective but also essential for English education. They have held earnest
discussion over current English education and have made many studies on the use of
literature as a teaching material.

While there are many studies on the use of literary materials for higher education, the
amount of studies for secondary education is comparatively small. However, because
literature is an important element of language, it should also be utilized for English
education in secondary school. Many more studies on how to use literary materials are
needed. Therefore, this study tries to contribute another consideration of literature use in
the following way.

First, current curriculum guidelines for junior high school are investigated to understand
how they prescribe the manner in which literary materials should be used in English
education. Next, this study reveals the variety and number of literary materials which
appear in current English textbooks for junior high school. Then, a retold version of “The
Letter,” a famous story originally written by Arnold Lobel, which is included in two text
books, is analysed closely in comparison with the original text. Through the analysis, an
attempt is made to consider how literary materials should be used in English education for

junior high school.



