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The development of the Gokuraku Temple and its branches in
medieval Japan, with a focus on the succession of its chief priests

Kenji MATSUO

(History & Culture, Cultural Systems Course)

Through a focus on the succession of its chief priests, this paper aims to show that the Gokuraku
Temple in Kamakura had a much bigger influence in the Kamakura period than originally thought.
Previous research has focused solely on Ninsho (1217-1303), the temple’'s founder. This research will
show, however, that until the 14™ century, Gokuraku Temple played a significant role in public works,
including improving port facilities, running hospitals and curing leprosy. It will be shown that such
public works were conducted by Ninshd's successors and that especially Junnin (1265-1326), the third,
and Shunkai (?-1334), the fourth chief priest, played a substantial role, successfully founding many
branch temples not only in the east but also the west of Japan.
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