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Conflict in the representation of ‘homeland’: Kamei Katsuichiro in
the Nippon Roman-ha and the Yamagata High School Koyukai
Zasshi

Morioka Takashi

(Asian Cultures, Cultural Systems Course)

This paper aims to examine the significance of how the Tohoku region (in particular, Yamagata) is
represented in the later issues of the journal Nippon Roman-ha. Opposed to the romantic aesthetics of
the ‘sensuous homeland’ led by Yasuda Yoyuro, Kamei Katsuichird launched a project in this journal
conceptualizing Yamagata as a ‘wild homeland’. According to Kamei, this ‘wild homeland” was alien to
the passive enjoyment of traditional beauty, and was a possible catalyst enabling the embodiment of
‘active realism’, the central concept in his philosophy of literature of this period.

Kamei's project owed much to Yamagata High School, including his personal connections with alum-
ni but, most importantly, the high school periodical, Koytkai Zasshi, which gave him the basis for his
strategy. Kamei's project ended in failure when Yasuda criticized the conceptual abstractness of the ‘wild
homeland'.

Many of the past studies agree on the inadequacy of Kamei in his adherence to realism. This pa-
per, however, focuses on Kamei's strategic opposition to Yasuda, and tries to see the Nippon Roman-ha
movement as the site of a controversy between the ‘sensuous homeland’ and the ‘wild homeland'.
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