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The philosophical background of the “Kyowa-kai” and the “Kouminka
movement (Movement to become an emperor’s subject)” in wartime :
Japanese Government’s policy to Korean in Japan mainland.

MATUMOTO Kunihiko

Until the end of the Second World War, the “Kouminka movement (Movement to become an
emperor’s subject)” was implemented as a Japanese government’s policy to the Korean in
Japan mainland. The organization responsible for the movement is the “Kyowa-kai”. This
paper examines the arguments of the Kyowa-kai leaders.

The Kyowa-kai attempted to mobilize Koreans in the war by eliminating Korean
discrimination in Japan by making Koreans assimilate in all aspects and worship the Emperor.
Behind that were the bureaucracy's honors and the Imperial Rule Assistance Association
(Taisel Yokusankai) movement that took place at the same time in order to maximize the
efficiency of Japan's total war effort in China and to promote the goals of Shintaisei (“New
Order”). The distinctive feature of the Shintaisel movement was the claim of excellence of
Japan against Britain, the United States, etc., and the allegation to exclude the liberalism that is
the product of the influence of the West from Japan. At that time, the Kouminka movement
policy was implemented as a precursor to the Shintaisei movement for Japanese people. Then,
Koreans were given the opportunity to be more Japanese than Japanese. However, due to the
fact that Koreans in Japan resisted or was reluctant to this movement, and the number of
Koreans in Japan increased, surpass the ability of the Kyowa-kai, the effects of the Kouminka
movement have not risen.

The Kyowa-kai and Kouminka movement ended with Japan's defeat in 1945. However, how
did the Kyowa-kai leaders understand the cessation of the Kouminka movement? There is still
Japan's discriminating view of Koreans, a thought that Koreans must be assimilated to Japan,
and an argument justifying colonial rule of Korea by Japan. They are affecting Japan's current

politics and diplomacy.



