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Summary

Vocational high schools are undergoing reorganization due to the consolidation of high schools and departments,
making it difficult to implement traditional forest and forestry education. In addition, since forestry teacher licenses for
high school have not been established, teachers with agricultural teacher licenses (hereinafter referred to as
agricultural teachers) are in charge of classes related to forest and forestry subjects. In this study, we conducted a
questionnaire survey of nine high schools that have established forest and forestry subjects in the Tohoku region,
analyzed the results, and considered future issues. The results are as follows. Only 10% of agricultural teachers
graduated with a forestry major from universities. However, about 60% of agricultural teachers studied forests and
forestry related fields before being hired as teachers. On the other hand, more than 80% of agricultural teachers learn
about forests and forestry related fields after being hired as teachers. Agricultural teachers are often taught by senior
teachers to learn about forests and forestry after being hired as teachers. Therefore, before senior teachers retire, it is
necessary to convey their knowledge and skills to young teachers. The percentage of students who graduated from
forest and forestry related courses and continued activities related with forestry was low at 16.1% in the past five
years. In the background, it was considered that the orientation on forestry administration on the standardization of
forestry labor has led to employment problems in the field of forestry. In the future, it will be necessary to learn forest
and forestry education at vocational high schools from the local community based on the transition from central

government administrative education to local self-government education.

Key words : vocational high school, school consolidation and department reorganization, forest and forestry
education, teacher with educational personnel certificate of agriculture, local self-government

education
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