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Would you be kind enough to introduce me to a good teacher? (see Lesson 26)
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Summary

Errors by International Students in Making Requests to
Meet Alumni Using the Verb ‘au’

NISHINA Hiromi
Graduate School of Science and Engineering,
International Exchange Center

In recent years, with the decreasing working population, programs to support job
hunting for international students are being actively carried out in Japan. In order to work
in Japan, students are required to have not only speaking competence in Japanese but also
writing skills adequate for composing reports and documents. This study focuses on e-
mails in which international students ask to meet with alumni and analyzes errors related
to the use of the verb au in requests for such meetings. The results showed that (1) sasete
itadakemasen ka is a polite expression for asking permission, but in the case of awasete
itadakemasen ka, this expression also has the meaning of asking permission for the
speaker to meet with a third party other than the listener, a usage that is not adequately
covered in textbooks; (2) when making a request for a meeting using aw, it is unnatural to
use au in the te form atte followed by another verb + te itadakemasen ka (e.g. atte
oshiete itadakemasen ka); (3) it is difficult to use the desiderative expression aitai desu
when referring to an unacquainted person. On the other hand, Japanese native speakers
tend to use fewer expressions with the verb aw than international students when writing
e-mails, opting to state their objective, such as kaisha ni tsuite no hanashi o ukagaitai
‘T would like to ask about your company clearly instead. Through the above analysis, it
was discovered that even though aw is a basic word that students learn at the beginner
level, students need to understand that this word has some limitations and special usages,
especially when requesting meetings through e-mail. In future lessons, it would be useful
to introduce practical writing assignments with attention to the points discussed above.
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