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State, Societies and Wars in Russia in the Early Seventeenth Century :
From the Historical Perspective of Zemskie Sobory

ASANO, Akira

Key words : Russia, the Seventeenth Century, Zemskie Sobory

This paper deals with problems related to Muscovy's Zemskie Sobory (Assembly of the
Land) from the mid-sixteenth to the mid-seventeenth century. However, we are primarily
concerned with Zemskie Sobory not as the Assembly of the Land, but as the body that which
brought the Muscow Government and local societies closer to each other.

The main points covered are as follows.

1. A review Consideration of various papers concerning the evolution and current status of
Zemskie Sobory. We laid stress on the revaluation of Slavophilism in nineteenth century
Russia, which emphasized the identity of the Zemlia.

2. The characteristics of historical documents relating to Zemskie Sobory .

These can be classified in two groups. The first set of documents consist of protocols, such as
resolutions, collectively known as the Sobornyi Akt. The second set is of a chain of documents
connected to the election system of delegates from local communities to Zemskie Sobory .

3. A study of the election of delegates from local communities to Zemskie Sobory .

The conclutions are as follows. 1) In general the constituencies were towns and farm
districts (uezd). 2) The voters consisted of servitor people (sludhilye Ijudi) and commercial-
industrial people of the towns (posadckie ljudi). 3) However, they were not eager to elect
delegates, as delegates had many obligations to the government. 4) Thus, the governors of
provinces (voevody) occasionally had to appoint candidates they had decided upon as
delegates. 5) However, the voters, were not always in favor of delegates appointed by the
governors. As a result, voters were frequently in conflicts with governors or among themselves.
6) The Moscow Government was also dragged into these ptoblems. 7) Various delegates
gathered in Moscow on the occasion of convocation of Zemskie Sobory. As a consequence,
Zemskie Sobory created links of communications which brought central Government and local
societies closer to each other. 8) While Zemskie Sobory were officially known as the body
of Assembly of the Land, it was unofficially organization responsible for preventing clashes of

interest among those who belonged to different classes.





