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A Thought on Powerful Local Clans(Dogos) and Villages in the Early Edo Period
: Focusing on Two Saito Clans in Ishitaki and Gomizawa Villages in Dewa Province
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A Thought on Powerful Local Clans (Dogos) and Villages in the Early Edo Period ; Focusing
on two Saito clans in Ishitaki and Gomisawa villages in Dewa Province.

This paper aims to clarify how and what Saits clans developed the villages in Ishitaki and
Gomisawa districts in Dewa province in the early Edo period, using newly discovered more
than 150 old documents related to two powerful clans, Saito Zenbei and Saito Sozaemon
families. The author translated and used them to clarify the real situations at the both villages
in the early Edo period for the first time in the research history.

First, the founder of Saito Zenbei family, whose status was Samurai, moved from Murakami
district in Echigo province to Ishitaki village in Dewa province in 1568. Ishitaki village was
developed by Saito Zenbei family members and their peasants through Edo period. So, Saito
Zenbei turned to be a leading farmer in Ishitaki village during Edo period.

On the other hand, the founder of Saito Sozaemon family put Gomisawa village to plow as a
leading farmer from the beginning of the development of the village.

Through this paper, you will recognize how and what both villages were developed and

Saits clans payed annual taxes imposed by Uesugi domain under strict natural environments.





