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State, Societies, and Wars in Early 17th Century Russia:
From the Historical Perspective of the Zemskii Sobor (2)

ASANO, Akira
Key words: Russia, 17th Century, Zemskii Sobor, Filaret

This research deals with the problems associated with the Zemskii Sobor
(‘assembly of the land’) of Muscovy in the early 17th century ---- especially in the
latter half of the 1610s. During this time, the Zemskii sobor played various roles in
the politics of the country. The return of Czar Mikhail’s father, Filaret to Moscow
from Poland in 1619 marked a turning point in politics.

The main events in time covered are as follows.

1616: (June-July.) Mikhail, the new czar, worked with the Zemskii sobor to
reconstruct Muscovy, which had been devastated by Poles, Lithuanians, and Vory
(Russian rebels). The Zemskii sobor at this time was mainly composed of servitors
(sludhilye [judi) and commercial--industrial people of the towns (posadckie ljudi).
The Sludhilye fjudi were especially dissatisfied with their social status, but remained
loyal to the Moscow government as they needed the aid of the powerful central
government to strengthen their social influence against the boiare (nobles).

The Moscow government and Russian people desired to end the war with Poland,
but this did not materialised. Thus Mikhail and the Zemskii sobor had to unwillingly
organised a war-time regime.

(September) The Zemskii sobor began peace negotiations with Sweden.

1617: A so-called “incomplete” Zemskii sobor, composed of only posadckie fjudi,
was convened over the subject of taxes.

1618: A defense system for Moscow against the Polish prince Vladislav was
organised by Mikhail with the Zemskii Sobor. This Zemskii Soborwas, as it were, the
“reappearance” of the veche (a popular assembly in medieval Russian towns).

1619: Filaret, Mikhail’s father, returned to Moscow from Poland and began to
reorganise the state and society using the Zemskii Sobor.

1620: The convocation of a Zemskii Sobor at this time cannot be confirmed.
However, dialogue between the central government and local societies progressed
steadily via written petitions. As a result, many local societies gradually came under
the control of the central government.

1621: Making use of the Zemskii Sobor, Filaret attempted to expand the authority
of the government in diplomatic negotiations with Crimea and the Ottoman Empire,
and also increased Filaret’s authority in domestic and foreign policy. Furthermore,
the government and the Zemskii Sobor began to prepare armaments for a war
against an old enemy --- Poland.

1622: There is no definitive proof that a Zemskiie Sobor was convened at this
time. In any case, preparations for the war against Poland continued. However, a war
did not eventually break out in the end.





