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Summary

Issues with the Rewriting of Myths in Teaching Materials
in Elementary School Japanese Language Textbooks
—VFocusing on the Consideration of Inaba no Shiro-Usagi —

OGAWA Masako

Currently, the Imaba no Shiro-Usagi is published as a teaching material for myths in
elementary school Japanese textbooks by four companies. These teaching materials are
all animal stories or moral tales in which stories from the original Kojiki text are
rewritten. In this essay, a study is made of the issue of myths that are rewritten for
Japanese textbooks as stories that differ from the original texts.

Many Japanese myths are similar to those of other countries and allow for various
interpretations. But rewriting these myths from a political or educational perspective is a
disavowal of human cultures from the past. Therefore, a study is conducted on the main
factors in these rewritten stories by carrying out a comparative investigation of the
original texts, modern translations, and retellings of the Inaba no Shiro-Usagi. Based on
this investigation, a proposal is made for the reexamination of mythological concepts in
Japanese language education and the production of teaching materials that do not change
the details of the original text as well as of teaching materials that are suited to the age of
the students.
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