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Mr. Kurihara had saild America was making prisoners of its own citizens,
inspecting them, searching them, and herding them like cattle from one camp to another.
But she remembered too what Mother had said back to him. “Fear has made this
country do something she will one day regret, Mr. Kurihara, but we cannot let this

terrible mistake poison our hearts.” (Topaz, 90)

FENRDOYukiA AT A - TH B KIZEI 7 > 72EmidH A Td 5 Mr. Kuriharald, i
WEDARL S 2/ L TWbdo —F, YukioRHE, 72 ) B BUF % HART A1) # A&
FIZEED LTz 0IE [ TH Y o T X ) BBFR N2 &ET 5 TH S ) L,
T A B EEEL T 5,

SERHINAZ 1 EHAA % Uchidald ¥t L TIELS L L Tidv ey, FHE, Topaz® 221, Haif]
WEIZOWTEPNAMMOFEY & RIS, KPERSFEFET CI2iEE 2FBIOREHA,
UHBEEZGEOLNTRAZL WEL LSS 2T BEBOBE»SZBIEVEZ SN
723N DY 7% T OREEFT TOATE, S HIHRESHEISEE 5 /= X TORE
AR E IOFAZBZAZHRT A ) AADIZE A ETRTOANADB—FRIZHKO QLR S %
o 72 B 72 EED R SN TV DTH S,

L L5, 90w DT, Topazhiii# 252 2 HIRIZLT L S RB R IINELE &
W) DI TR, FIUERETH A 9 % Uchidald Topaz D Prologue ©

Journey to Topaz is the story of what happened to one Japanese American family
during this wartime tragedy, then called “the evacuation.” Although the characters are

fictional, the events are based on actual fact, and most of what happened to the Sakane
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family also happened to my own.” (Topaz, viii)
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She thought now about red-haired Garvis who sat opposite her at school. The day
after the Pearl Harbor attack he had leaned over and hissed, “You dirty Jap!”



Journey to Topaz & Weedflower

Yuki was so angry she had shrieked back, “I am not! I'm not. I'm an American!”
And she didn't care who heard her.

Miss Holt had stopped writing on the blackboard and had stated then and there to
the entire class that the Japanese born in America, the Nisel, were just as American as
anyone else in the school. ...

I hate you, Garvis Dickerson, she thought bitterly. It was a good thing there were
people like Mimi Nelson and Mrs. Jamieson to make up for the Garvises of the world.
Mrs. Jamieson lived all alone and had a bad leg that gave her pain and heartache, but

Yuki had never heard her say a cross or unkind word to anyone. (Topaz, 20-22)
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My parents Japaneseness was never nationalistic in nature. They held the
Imperial family in affectionate and respectful regard, as did all Japanese of their
generation. But their loyalty was always to their Christian God, not to the Emperor of
Japan. And their loyalty and devotion to their adopted country was vigorous and strong.
My father cherished copies of the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and
the Constitution of the United States, and on national holidays he hung with great pride
in enormous American flag on our front porch, even though at the time, this country
declared the first generation Japanese immigrants to be “aliens ineligible for

citizenship.” (Exile, 36)
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After one long dreary year, they were back in the world again. Yuki took a deep
breath. It felt good. Her spirits began to soar, and she looked at Mother and grinned.
Maybe this wasn't Berkeley or San Francisco, but it was outside the barbed wire, and
she’'d never have to live through another dust storm.

It was as though she were seeing the whole world with new eyes. The colors
seemed brighter, the air seemed fresher, the sounds sharper. It was as though she had
climbed out of a cocoon and suddenly discovered the sun.

“Hello, world!” Yuki said brightly.

It was good to be back. (Topaz,149)
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She [Sumiko] cried even harder but remembered to lower her voice so Tak-Tak

wouldn't hear. “Bull, they wouldn’t let me come in the house! I didn't go to the party!
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They made me leavel” She tried to cry silently, but it just made her snort when she
inhaled. She lowered her voice even more. “But, Bull, is it just because we're Japanese?”

Bull didn't answer for so long that Sumiko thought he hadn't heard her. But then he
grunted, “Yes.

“Only that?”

“Yes.” Then he said, “Gaman.” That meant “We must bear it.” (Weedflower,42-43)
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“How come you're still here?”

What do you mean?”

“T thought you said some people were leaving.”

“My aunt is going to get a job in Chicago. I don’t want to go. Auntie may let me
stay.” ..

“.. The more people who are free in the world, the better it is for Indians. It's for
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everyone. You should leave. You shouldn’t live here.”
“You live here.”
“My future is here,” he said impatiently. “Yours is somewhere else.” (Weedflower,

245-46)
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Members of both teams had been shaking hands with each other. Now there was a
silence like the silence at the party when Sumiko had walked into the living room. It
rolled across the crowd in the same way. A moment ago everybody had seemed happy
to have played a great game, but now both teams were glaring at each other.

(Weedflower, 172)
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Tears still fell slowly down his temple and into his hair. He wasn't crying
explosively the way she had after the birthday party. So very long ago she had cried
over stupid birthday partyl And he was crying because his brother was dead.
(Weedflower, 246)
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For instance, the previous night Mr. Moto had told Sumiko that he'd fallen on a rake
as a boy. That's how he’d lost an eye. He'd said, “Shikata ga nai.” That meant “This
cannot be helped.” Once when Sumiko had asked Jiichan how sad it had made him
when her mother died, he'd said, “Shikata ga nai.” When your house burned down,
when someone you loved died, when your heart was broken, when you suffered any
tragedy, but also when merely broke a toenail, that's what the Japanese said.

This cannot be helped. (Weedflower, 130)
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Journey to Topaz and Weedflower :
A Comparative Study of Yoshiko Uchida and
Cynthia Kadohata

Kiyoto Sato

Yoshiko Uchida’s Journey to Topaz was a historical novel that is based on the author’s
personal experiences in the Topaz internment camp during the Pacific War. In 2006
Cynthia Kadohata, who was born in 1950s and has no experience of internment, published
Weedflower. The two novels have almost the same historical settings and the central
figures of the similar age, but the impressions they give to their readers are quite different.
The aim of this paper is to elucidate the various contrasts between them.

The story of Journey to Topaz is developed around Yuki, a Japanese-American girl of 11,
but nothing peculiar and serious happens to Yuki herself. What is told in the novel is not so
much Yuki's personal story as the lives of Japanese American people relocated to Topaz.
On the other hand, Weedflower describes the spiritual growth of Sumiko, the novel’s heroine.

Uchida criticizes American government's racial policy on Japanese American citizens,
but does not blame (white) American people. She approves American dominant culture. In
Weedflower, Sumiko is traumatically despised and discriminated by white American people.
But her trauma is healed by the existence of Frank, an Indian boy, who plays a crucial role
to Sumiko and the racial problem of the story. I argue that Uchida’s view of ethnicity and
culture in America can be called cultural pluralism, while that of Kadohata can be called

multiculturalism.



