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HEINTVWDLOIFHEKEY, Z LT, TOHTOEETE [(e)] Lo TWwE2, £
FHETOIIWCHELTCETRI7ITHRSTWA I L IC3BER RS, BRIV ELZHK-
et BE [ 7] PETWwEEIAT (1] &) ZENDOEHNKIZZD EwiEs
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Summary

Musical Intentions and Performance Interpretation of
Toru Takemitsu’s “Songs” : With “Wings” as an example

NAGURA Akiko

The purpose of this study is to explore the musical intentions and examine the
performance interpretation of Toru Takemitsu's “Songs,” using his choral work “Wings”
as an example. Takemitsu wrote 15 choral works during his life. Most of them were
arrangements of songs he wrote as film title tunes and inserted songs, including some
with his lyrics. These familiar, hummable “songs” lie somewhere between pure music and
popular music. Among the choral works written, composed, and arranged by Takemitsu,
“Wings” is the only one originally composed and arranged for a choir at the same period in
the 1980s. At about that time, Takemitsu began composed pure music with tonality, and
Wings is a piece he wrote at a turning point in his career when he was “aware of the
problem: the loss of singing.” The author chose the piece as a subject of study, expecting it
to be a sophisticated work with many affinities between the lyrics and music, as
Takemitsu had composed it with his lyrics when his awareness towards “songs” was
deepening. As a result of interpreting various information from the score and comparing
recorded sound sources, it became evident there is oneness in the structure of the lyrics
and music, and instructions draw richer creativity for delicate expressions. In other
words, one’s understanding of the work and its appeal can be presented by expressing the
fine nuances in the score and playing the piece organically.
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