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Summary

Considering the "Concept of Myths" in Japanese Language Education

OGAWA Masako

With the revision of the Course of Study in 2008, teaching materials on mythology were
published as part of language textbooks for elementary schools in Japan for the first time
in approximately half a century. The teaching material has been deleted an element in
mythology and added with words not found in the original text, making it an animal story
or a didactic story. I assumed that the reason why myths were rewritten as such stories
was a problem with the "concept of myths" in the biased view immediately after the war.

Therefore, this study first considered the research methods used for modern mythology
and for the acceptance history of "KOJIKI"' mythology. The results, indicated that "KOJIKI"
myths share many stories in common with those of other countries, and that new
interpretations emerge over time. Based on this result, I examined the "concept of myths"
in Japanese language education. Then I argued that teaching materials should not be
rewritten as an animal story or a didactic story and learning myths as a traditional
language culture requires a perspective of learning the roots of multiculturalism in the
modern society.
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