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The Development of the Eison Order in both Dewa
and Mutsu Provinces in the Medieval Japan

MATSUO Kenji

This paper clarifies the development of the Eison cult in both Dewa and Mutsu Provinc-
es. In Dewa Province, there was a temple in the late 13th century, Dewa Hasedera, which
is thought to have been a branch temple of Saidaiji in Yamato Province, and in the early
15th century, there was a branch temple in Yuzawa City, Akita Prefecture, which was also
directly connected to Saidaiji and called Bodaiji. At first glance, it may seem that there

were only two branch temples of Saidaiji in Dewa Province, but it should not be forgotten

Al [ Eak-| 1 (F>) EEETEE

that these temples were under the direct control of Saidaiji, in other words, they were
powerful temples where the Saidaiji elders held the authority to appoint the head priests,
and there were several subordinate temples under them.

In Mutsu Province, there were 13 temples, Iwaki Chofukuji, Shofukuin, Chorakuji, Zosho-
ji, Fugen-in, Tamon-in, Hozen-in, Syumyo-in, Kinzo-in, Senju-in, Tafuku-in, Mitsuzo-in, and
Daioji. Adding Kokubunji, these 14 branch temples of Saidaiji are also known to have exist-

ed. Yakuoji Temple is also thought to have been a branch temple of the Eison cult.
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