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Reading Lord of the Flies through the Lens of
“Hegemonic Masculinity”

UTSU Mariko

The place Lord of the Flies has established in the popular culture remains unshakable half a
century after the publication of William Golding's original work. As a work of literature, however,
the academic interest in it has peaked in the 1960s and it was soon labeled a simple and transparent
piece appropriate for secondary school children. Furthermore, in a lecture he gave in 1962 Golding
thoroughly delineated the work's genre and theme, which seems to have hindered the emergence of
new perspectives in a large part.

This paper first shows how two major directions of traditional discussions — examination of the
structure of the fable/allegory and analyses of the signs, symbols and ironies — collide with each other
at a certain point. It then moves on to incorporate R. W. Connell's conceptual model of “hegemonic
masculinity” to see the boys on the move not as unchanging embodiments of certain aspects of human
beings. Modeling on Connell's concept, this paper places the boys into hegemonic, complicit and
subordinate masculinities and examines how they change their places in the course of the story while
the basic relational positioning of masculinities remains intact. The hegemonic femininity, a twin
concept Connell coined at an early stage, also gives an interesting perspective to interpret the Lord of
the Flies. Looked through the lens of “hegemonic masculinity,” Lord of the Flies presents itself as a

remarkable critique of the gender system.



