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Summary

Positive Effects of Short-term Exchange Programs on the Future

Careers of Japanese Students: A Survey of Yamagata University

Faculty of Engineering International Exchange Summer Program
Participants

NISHINA Hiromi”, JIPTNER Karolin?, ZISK Matthew?

Short-term exchange programs are common at Japanese universities to promote
Internationalization and cultural exchange. This study examines the long-term outcome
of one such program, the Yamagata University Faculty of Engineering International
Exchange Summer Program. We conducted a follow-up survey of participants from the
years 2011 to 2019, to examine the significance of joining the program and the influence
it has had on their futures. As a result, it was found that even a 10-day program had a
great impact on the students’ future academic lives and careers. Overall, it was found
that the students had an increased interest in joining other exchange programs, including
long-term programs, and that several of the students pursued careers in overseas-related
work places. Based on the opinions and comments given by the respondents, the impact
of the short-term programs was divided into 6 categories, with the most important being
a “widening of perspectives”. This in turn lead to an increased desire to study abroad
or to pursue work in overseas-related companies. Although the program had a duration
of only 10 days, it could be shown that it played an important role in shaping students’
future choices.

1) Faculty of Engineering International Exchange Center, Yamagata University
2) Graduate School of International Cultural Studies, Tohoku University
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