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The Formation and Development of Numazawa-style Hayashizaki-ryu Iai

TANAKA, Daisuke

This paper discusses the formation and development of the matrial art Hayashizaki-ryu Iai,
a school of Iaijutsu that appeared in the early modern dates, with the focus on the lineage
devised and inherited by Nagamasa Numazawa.

Previous studies have pointed out that the martial art of Iai changed from sword-drawing
outdoors in the Middle Ages to a ruling martial art that responded to emergencies indoors
in the early modern period. On the other hand, it has become clear in recent years that long,
uncurved swords became popular around the time Iaijutsu was established.

However, when deriving the characteristics of the era from the characteristics and usage of
weapons, it is necessary to consider the trends and influences based on the deviations of the
region and period, and the discourses of the people who were involved.

Therefore, in this paper, I would like to answer this question by analyzing the lineage
beginning with Nagamasa Numazawa, whose research has been particularly in death.

The target areas for research are the Tohoku region and the Sanuki region, and the target
period is about 150 years from the 1580s until the style was established in each domain in
the early 18th century. As for the research method, after presenting the primary historical
materials related to this school, the secondary sources such as the source material from
families of the successors and the way traditions of each clan were used to identify the
inheritance procedures and relationships among them. Through this work, I tried to understand
the broader dynamics of the inheritors and clarify the composition of their techniques and the
main points of their thoughts.

As a result, it was found that the genealogy of successors and the process of transmission
originated from the vassals of the Daimyo close to Tokugawa Shogun and spread out of the
region in line with the expansion of the Tokugawa government's political sphere of influence.

By comparing the differences in terms and expressions with respect to technique and
thought, I was able to identify it as a clue to understand the period when the school branched
off from the beginning stage to the formation stage.

The series of techniques is organized so that the difficulty increases step by step, with the
underlying idea to win by changing according to the opponents factices.

While having a skeletal theory and concept, the traditional interpretation of the school was
not only strictly adhered to, but also changed and adapted as necessary to suit the political
thought and cultural trends of each region.

If Tai was a breakthrough of the era, it is due to the flexibility in terms of both technique
and thought, as seen in the Hayashizaki school of the Numazawa lineage, and the fact that
successors were transferred and spread to various places along with political power.
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