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Abstract

This study analyzes Japanese tutors' (JT) and Chinese tutors' (CT) perceptions and
behavior in the International Exchange Summer Program 2008 of Yamagata
University, using a questionnaire and interviews. The results indicate that both CT
and JT deepened their exchange and tried to emulate each other's strengths through
interaction. Though CT helped with the communication between JT and Chinese
participants(CP) as an interpreter in many cases, JT sometimes filled in the gaps of
CT's Japanese knowledge in order to answer CP's questions. CT, JT, CP, each
recognized each other's value. To further the students' performance, it is important

that we give more opportunities to provide a good grounding, not only at events or

parties, but also in daily campus life.
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Table 1 SP Schedule and Tutors Arrangement Planning

7/28(mon)| 29(tue) | 30(wed) | 31(thu) | 8/1(fri)

9:00 orientation  [orientation | rientation

2 (sat) 3 (sun) 4 (mon) 5 (tue) 6 (wed) 7 (thu)

lass |J class

o

o . ngineering
1] lecture |lecture

apanese class

free time

12 ét airport lunch with  |lunch

senior
d HEE
R

engineering _[engineering  |prasentationil s .
|~ 3

lecture lecture

(R INET| R o A T o

(a): sharing roles

(b): on a voluntary basis, option
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Table2 Tutor Background Information

JT (M CT (5)
sex male 4, female 3 male 3, female 2
undergraduate 2 undergraduate 1
Grade postgraduate 5 postgraduate 4
(master course 5, (master course 1,
doctoral course 0) doctoral course 3)
Tutoring ves 1 ves 1
experience no 6 no 4
ves 6
Overseas (aim : travel*home-stay * ves 1
travel volunteer activity ¢ no 4
experience internship) X (except Japan and China)
no
TOEIC score Japanese ability
less than 300 1 (self evaluation)
Language 300-400 1 . .
ability 400-500 2 intermediate 1
500-600 1 lower advanced 2
600-700 1 advanced 2
no score 1
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Differences between General Tutors and SP Tutors

General

(in the case of Yamagata University)

S P

Period Long (generally, from April to | short (11days)
February.) time of tutorial activity
Twice/a week, about 4 hours (in | average JT 32.8 hours,
the faculty of Engineering) CT 21.4 hours
Number
wutor - tutee 1:1 more than 1 : more than 1
Nationality Japanese tutor or native tutor Japanese tutor and
native(Chinese) tutor
Role study support, advice for living, | support for living and

interpreting and other

communication support

SP activities. It is possible to enjoy

the program in the same position as

tutees.
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